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All this time the Assembly, the ministers, and the Com-
mune, had done nothing, and no one had interfered with the
murderers; but upon the morning of September 4 Roland
appeared, with his usual easy smile, at the bar of the Assembly,
and remarked, " Yesterday was a day upon the events of which
perhaps a veil should be drawn.    I know that the people,
terrible in its vengeance, has yet made use of a certain justice;"
and Robespierre^ at the Commune, showed something of the
same  sentiment   when   he   remarked   that   "Yesterday  no
innocent man perished."    From his point of view  he   was
undoubtedly right, for he regarded opposition to the Revolu-
tion as a crime deserving death; but the verdict of history
has not been that of Robespierre.    It is quite impossible not
strongly to condemn both the people of Paris and the execu-
tive bodies, and it is not to palliate the terrible consequences
of their apathy that it has been attempted here not to extend
to too great a length the description of the agonies of death.
The people is terrible in its vengeance, and the people is
horribly cruel in its vengeance also.    Innocent men perished
miserably, but yet the massacre of September was not, from
the point of view of a republican statesman, an unmixed evil.
It was a defiance to the Emigres and the German armies now
ciossing the frontier, which was to be echoed, three weeks
later, by the guns of Valmy.    It was a defiance to the priests
and nobles who were planning a counter-revolution in Lyons
and Marseilles, in La Vendee and Provence, and who would
quite as cruelly and quite as treacherously repay the murders
of the Paris prisoners in murdering Revolutionists when their
time came.    The terrible warning to opposition to the Revolu-
tion had not been given in vain, and France, by a gulf of
blood, separated its Republic from its Monarchy, and was able
to advance on a more noble career.    If the  apathy of the
Parisian National Guard and of the volunteers is contemptible
in the beginning of September, their activity in the end of
September is  equally praiseworthy.     If   Danton must   be
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